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2021-22 Award Year
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Fiscal Year 2022 ISAC Program Appropriations
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Monetary Award Program (MAP) $479,566,200

Grant Programs for Dependents of Police, Fire or Correctional Officers $1,273,300

Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois Program $6,498,000

Golden Apple Accelerators Program $750,000

Minority Teachers of Illinois (MTI) Scholarship Program $1,900,000

Illinois Teachers Loan Repayment Program $439,900

Nurse Educator Loan Repayment Program $264,000

Veterans' Home Medical Providers' Loan Repayment Program $26,400

Grant Program for Exonerees $150,000

AIM HIGH Grant Pilot Program* $35,000,000

* AIM HIGH Program funds are disbursed in lump sums by ISAC to public universities. 

• The state’s higher education budget also includes $4.26 million for the Illinois 
Community College Board to reimburse community colleges for costs associated with 
providing IVG and ING Grant benefits



2021-22 Monetary Award Program 
(MAP)
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• MAP suspense date is August 27, 2021
o Initial FAFSAs or Alternative Applications received on or after this 

date will be flagged as being in suspense in the MAP system

• First term (fall) payment requests are currently being 
accepted
o The first term claim deadline date is December 10,  2021

▪ Initial claims made after the deadline date will be considered late and will only 
be paid if funding remains available after paying timely claims

o Colleges are encouraged to review the Payment 
Results/Exceptions report in the MAP system the day after 
submitting payment requests to confirm that all requests processed 
as expected 

• Release of MAP program funds from the Comptroller’s 
office is expected in December



MAP Payment Results Report
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MAP Payment Processing Resources

• For additional guidance, 
see the MAP Payment 
page at isac.org and the 
MAP Payment User 
Guide
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2021-22 Illinois Veteran Grant 
(IVG) Program

• Illinois Veteran Grant (IVG) Program
o The award year begins with the summer term
o Students do not need to re-apply each year

▪ Students who may not have used benefits for an extended period of 
time and want to confirm eligibility may contact ISAC for a duplicate 
eligibility letter
➢ 800-899-4722 or ISAC.Studentservices@illinois.gov

o IVG benefit usage data for the fall term must be submitted on or 
before December 31, 2021
▪ Summer term data was due by September 30, 2021

o Be sure to: 
▪ Report the actual number of enrollment hours and dollar amounts
▪ Report in-district and out-of-district charges, if applicable
▪ Make all necessary adjustments according to program rules if 

enrollment status changes
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For each term of usage, 

schools should report the total 

number of enrollment hours 

and the benefit dollar amounts

If Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits are 
also being used, the Post-9/11 
GI Bill eligibility level (as 
determined by the VA) must be 
reported so that IVG units can 
be prorated. 
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2021-22 Illinois National Guard (ING) 
Grant Program

• ING Grant benefit usage data for the fall term must be 
submitted on or before December 31, 2021 to be 
considered timely
o Be sure to:

▪ Report the actual number of enrollment hours and dollar amounts

▪ Report in-district and out-of-district charges, if applicable

▪ Make all necessary adjustments according to program rules if 
enrollment status changes
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For each term of usage, 
schools should report the total 
number of enrollment hours 
and the benefit dollar amounts

If Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits are also being 
used, the Post-9/11 GI Bill eligibility level 
(as determined by the VA) must be 
reported so that ING units can be prorated. 
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2021-22 Grant Programs for Dependents of 
Police/Fire/Correctional Officers (PFC)

• The fall-term payment request deadline date is 
November 19, 2021
o The timely submission of payment requests allows ISAC to monitor 

remaining funds and award other students, as applicable

• The Selective Service registration requirement has been 
removed from the 2021-22 Certification of Enrollment for 
Payment roster
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Beginning with the 2021-22 academic 

year,  the Selective Service language 

has been removed from the 
certification statement.



2021-22 Minority Teachers of Illinois 
Scholarship (MTI) Program

• Priority application consideration date was March 1, 2021
o Applications continue to be accepted

• Awarding took place in August for all timely new and renewal applicants 

who were certified as eligible
o Notifications were mailed to all eligible applicants and award results are 

available to colleges in the MTI system in GAP Access

• Payment requests are currently be accepted in the MTI system
o Fall term claims must be submitted by December 10, 2021

o Review the Payment Results/Exceptions Report available in the MTI system 

the day after payment requests are processed

• Reminders
o Continuously monitor for new applicants in the MTI system and complete 

certifications for all applicants 
o Applicants who are certified will be considered in additional rounds of 

awarding
▪ Certifications must be completed regardless of whether the student is eligible or 

ineligible
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MTI -- What's New for 2021-22

• Priority payment request deadlines dates by term

o Effective with the 2021-22 payment cycle, priority payment request 
deadline dates will be established for each term

o Fall 2021 term payment requests are due on or before December 10, 
2021

▪ Timely submission of claims, as well as cancellations and adjustments, allows 
ISAC staff to monitor remaining funds and award other students, as applicable.

• An MTI administrative rule change was implemented to allow MAP to 
be first payer when combined with MTI benefits
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2021-22 Golden Apple (GA) 
Scholars of Illinois Program
• The application, certification and award determination functions are 

performed by the Golden Apple Foundation

• Once a student has been certified as eligible by the Foundation, the 

award will appear on the "Student List Eligibility: View" screen in the 

GA system in GAP Access
o Award amounts are based on a student’s year in the program and are 

automatically populated when the Foundation certifies students as eligible

o Verification of the "Year in Program" value is part of the initial certification 

process completed by the Foundation

• Payment requests are currently be accepted in the GA system
o Fall term claims must be submitted by December 10, 2021

o Review the Payment Results/Exceptions Report available in the GA 

system the day after payment requests are processed
▪ Will include all students for whom payment was claimed
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GA: What’s New for 2021-22
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❑ Priority payment request deadlines dates by term
◼ Effective with the 2021-22 payment cycle, priority payment request 

deadline dates will be established for each term

◼ Fall 2021 term payment requests are due on or before 

December 10, 2021

❑ The Foundation is basing a recipient's maximum annual award 

amount on the number of years the student has been in the program 

(not the academic level in college)
❑ On the "Student List Eligibility: View" screen, the “Academic Level” 

column has been renamed to "Year in Program“

❑ An "Academic Level" field has been added to the Payment Request 

screen in GAP Access where colleges must provide each Scholar's 

academic level (e.g., Freshman, Sophomore)



2021-22 Special Education Teacher 
Tuition Waiver (SETTW) 

• The Tuition Waiver process for newly-awarded students, as 
well as transfer students, is available in the SETTW system 
in the GAP Access portal
o This online process replaces the verification roster and certification 

form that had previously been e-mailed to schools

• Colleges are encouraged to clearly communicate SETTW 
award amounts to students as part of your financial aid 
awarding/communication process 
o Because the SETTW program has teaching requirements 

associated with it, it’s important for students to be aware of their 
award amounts

o If teaching requirements are not met, the award will convert to a loan 
that must be repaid
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2021-22 SETTW Processing
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❑ The tuition waiver process is completed on the Certification List: View screen for all newly 

awarded students and student who have transferred. 

❑ Students who applied for MTI and GA are identified with a “Y” indicator in the Dual 

Awarded columns to warn schools of a potential conflicting scholarship 
▪ Students cannot receive both SETTW and MTI or GA during the same award year

❑ The Transfer Indicator will be populated with a “T” when the student has received benefits 

in a prior term or year at a different school and has transferred to your institution 
▪ The Transfer Term column will show the term the student can begin using the SETTW benefits
▪ The term indicator will show a 1 (fall), 2 (spring), or 3 (summer)

To view the Student’s full  
SSN click on the padlock.
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ISAC Teacher Program Repayment

• If teaching requirements for ISAC teacher programs are not met, the 
scholarship received converts to a loan and the recipient must repay 
the entire amount of the award, prorated according to the fraction of 
the obligation not completed, plus interest at a rate of 5%

• The annual Enrollment Status Verification process that colleges must 
complete each fall for the previous award year assists ISAC with 
tracking when the teaching requirements must be completed

• Knowing recipients' enrollment status allows ISAC to communicate 
with recipients who have graduated (or otherwise stopped attending 
college) regarding the steps they need to take in order to fulfill 
program requirements.
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2020-21 Enrollment Status 
Verification Process
• ISAC is now accepting 2020-21 enrollment verification data for students who 

previously received funds from ISAC-administered teacher programs

• The process for submitting enrollment verification data for the SETTW and the 

MTI programs is available via each program's system within GAP Access
o Enrollment verification functionality is available each day between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. 

(CT)

• Data is to be completed by the college and submitted to ISAC as soon as 

possible, verifying award recipients' current enrollment status. 

• All data must be submitted on or before Tuesday, November 30, 2021
o See the October 27, 2021 e-message for more information
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SETTW Tuition Waiver 
Conversion Form
• As part of the Enrollment Status Verification process, if a 

school indicates that a student is no longer enrolled, a 
SETTW Tuition Waiver Conversion (TWC) will need to 
completed

• The Tuition Waiver Conversion Form will require information 
about the tuition and mandatory fee amounts that were 
waived
o The amount that is reported will be the repayment amount plus 

interest and any collection fees
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Illinois AIM HIGH Grant Pilot Program 
• The Aspirational Institutional Match Helping Illinois Grow Higher Education 

(AIM HIGH) Grant Pilot Program is an initiative of the General Assembly’s 
Higher Education Working Group and is intended to help public 4-year 
universities attract and keep Illinois residents. 

• ISAC determines each institution’s allocation of funds based on prior year 
Illinois resident undergraduate headcount enrollment, and institutions can 
choose to accept all, part, or none of the program funds allocated to them.

• The FY19 budget included $25 million for the program, the FY20 budget 
included $35 million for the program (allowing schools who spent all of their 
FY19 allocation to award a 2nd cohort), and the FY21 and FY22 budget 
included level funding for AIM HIGH - $35 million.

• Universities must match dollar-for-dollar the funds allocated to them with new 
non-loan financial aid above the level of non-loan financial aid distributed in 
AY17-18.

• Each university determines its own award criteria related to merit.

• Universities selected their own recipients beginning with the 2019-20 academic 
year.
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• To be eligible, students must:

o have attended an Illinois high school

o be a resident of Illinois

o be a U.S. citizen or an eligible non-citizen (including RISE Act eligible students)

o be enrolled full-time at a participating public university as an undergraduate student

o file the FAFSA® and demonstrate financial need, with a household income no greater 
than 6 times the poverty guideline

o meet any other criteria established by the university

• For additional eligibility criteria and details about each university’s AIM HIGH 
grant program, visit the AIM HIGH page in the Student section of isac.org

o isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/grants/aim-high.html

25

AIM HIGH Recipient Eligibility Criteria 

https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/types-of-financial-aid/grants/aim-high.html


Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• The ECACE program was created to 
address the shortage of qualified early 
childhood educators by encouraging the 
pursuit of credentials and advancement of 
already-held degrees in early childhood 
education, with an aim toward building a 
strong, well-prepared workforce.

• Recipients of the scholarship are 
expected to continue or return to teaching 
or direct services in the early childhood 
care and education field following 
completion of their program of study.
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Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program
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• Awards will be available for undergraduate study at public and 
non-profit private 2- and 4-year Gateways-entitled and Early 
Childhood Access Consortium for Equity member institutions

• For students attending community colleges and public 
universities, the scholarship will cover the applicant’s total cost 
of attendance for an academic year (including summer) after 
other financial aid received 

• Students at participating non-profit private institutions may 
receive an amount no more than the cost of the most expensive 
program of study in the early childhood education field at an 
Illinois public college



Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• To be eligible for the program, a student must:
o be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen

o be a member of the incumbent workforce, having worked in the 
early childhood field, including family child care and center-
based care settings, Preschool for All school-based settings, 
and Head Start, that serves children from birth to age 5 and 
includes teachers, assistant teachers, directors, family child care 
providers and assistants.

▪ Applicants must provide documentation confirming their 
membership in the Gateways to Opportunity® Registry.

▪ The Registry provides members with the means to track their 
training and education, and identify professional development 
opportunities.
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Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• To be eligible for the program, a student must:
o be enrolled or accepted for enrollment on a full- or part-time (at 

least 3 credit hours) basis at a public or non-profit private 2- or 4-
year Gateways-entitled and Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) member institution, as an undergraduate student, 
pursuing an early childhood education major

▪ If attending a 4-year institution, be at the junior level or above, or hold 
an Associate of Applied Science, Associate of Arts, or Associate of 
Science degree focused in early childhood education.

o be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a course of study which 
qualifies the student to receive:

▪ a postsecondary credential or undergraduate degree in the field 
of early childhood education, or

▪ a Professional Educator’s License in early childhood education.
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Early Childhood Access Consortium for 
Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program

• To be eligible for the program, a student must:
o maintain satisfactory academic progress

o complete the online application process on or before an ISAC-
established priority consideration date by submitting:

▪ A complete Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity Scholarship 
Program application, AND

▪ A Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®)

➢ For the same award year as the Scholarship application

o be certified as meeting eligibility requirements by the college at 
which the student will use the scholarship

o not be in default on any federal student loan, nor owe a refund on 
any state or federal grant.
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ECACE Terminology & Acronyms

• Consortium
o Means the Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity 

o All public universities and community colleges with early childhood 
programs are members by statute

o Each member of the consortium will sign-on to a set of agreements 
designed to ensure smooth, high-quality, seamless pathways for 
students to their degrees

o Private institutions with early childhood programs are encouraged to 
become members of the consortium by signing on to the set of 
agreements agreed to by the public institutions and by meeting 
statutory requirements 

o Only non-profit private institutions may become members 

o All members must be accredited by the Higher Learning 
Commission and entitled to offer Gateways Credentials
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ECACE Terminology & Acronyms
• Incumbent workforce 

o Means an individual or a group of individuals working or having worked in the early 
childhood industry, including family child care and center-based care settings, 
Preschool for All school-based settings, and Head Start, that serves children from 
birth to age 5 and includes teachers, assistant teachers, directors, family child care 
providers, and assistants. 

• Member institutions

o Means the institutions of higher education participating in the Consortium

• Navigators

o Will provide personalized assistance for application and financial aid processes, and 
“hand-off” students to each student’s program coach for a personal connection

o Child Care Resource & Referral agencies will operate the navigator program 

• Program Coaches and/or Mentors 

o Institution-based staff who will provide support to students to persist and complete 
their studies
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ECACE Terminology & Acronyms
• Gateways-entitled institutions

o To become an Entitled Institution, an accredited college or university aligns their 
coursework to the Gateways Credentials. To become entitled, colleges must review and 
complete the Gateways Credential Entitlement Application, and submit it to the Higher 
Education Liaison for review and approval through a state process.

▪ www.ilgateways.com/professional-development/higher-education-programs/becoming-entitled

• Gateways Registry

o The registry is a tool that, as part of a comprehensive professional development system, 
tracks the characteristics and ongoing professional development of the workforce, 
recognizes those attainments, and identifies approved courses/training and trainers. 
Anyone working with or “on behalf of” children, youth, and families in Illinois can become 
a Gateways Registry member. 

▪ https://registry.ilgateways.com/

• Illinois Network of Child Care Resources and Referral Agencies
o INCCRRA is statewide organization which, in partnership with its 16 local Child Care 

Resources and Referral (CCR&R) agencies, is a recognized leader, catalyst and 
resource for making high quality, affordable early care and education and school-age 
care options available for children and families in Illinois.

▪ www.inccrra.org/
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ECACE Terminology & Acronyms

• Advisory Committee
o Co-Chairs:

▪ Illinois Board of Higher Education (IBHE)

▪ Illinois Community College Board (ICCB)

▪ Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE)

▪ Illinois Department of Human Services (DHS)

▪ Governor’s Office of Early Childhood Development (GOECD)

• Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity Act 
(PA 102-0174)
o ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=102-0174

34
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Early Childhood Access Consortium 
for Equity (ECACE) Scholarship

• An application will be available at isac.org later this fall for the 

2021-22 academic year

• In the meantime, students who think they may qualify are encouraged 

to submit a 2021-22 FAFSA ®

• For more information on the Consortium, visit ibhe.org
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2022-23 Award Year
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2022-23 MAP Processing
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• The 2022-23 FAFSA and Alternative Application became available on 

October 1, 2021

• MAP eligibility information for applicants completing the 2022-23 FAFSA or the 

Alternative Application is available to colleges in GAP Access 

• Based on the start-up formula, the maximum annual MAP award amount 

is $5,496

• All MAP resources, including

file specifications for using 

the file extraction feature of 

the MAP system,

have been updated

• Visit the MAP Program News

page for the most current

information and updates



2022-23 MAP Award Notification Language

• The 2022-23 award notification language that colleges are required to 
provide to all MAP-eligible enrolled students, along with other notification 
guidance, is available on the MAP Award Announcements page

• Schools are required to clearly identify the estimated awards on the 
award notification as: State of IL MAP Grant (Est)
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Alternative Application for 
Illinois Financial Aid 

• The Alternative Application provides a pathway for students who meet 
eligibility requirements of the Retention of Illinois Students & Equity 
(RISE) Act to apply for the Monetary Award Program (MAP) grant

o The RISE Act, which went into effect January 1, 2020, allows 
undocumented students and transgender students who may have been 
previously ineligible for federal financial aid due to the Selective Service 
registration requirement to apply for state financial aid

• An Alternative Application is made available for each award year on 
October 1 when a new FAFSA is launched 

• The same financial data elements collected on the FAFSA (income and 
assets) are collected on the Alternative Application and an EFC is 
calculated to determine a student’s eligibility for MAP
o A 2021-22 Alternative Application was launched on October 1, 2020 and is 

available for students to complete until June 30, 2022

o A 2022-23 Alternative Application was launched on October 1, 2021 and is 
available for students to complete until June 30, 2023
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Alternative Application Process

• The Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid is only available as 
an online application, and is not compatible with a mobile device

• Students and parents must sign the application electronically using 
Personal Identification Numbers (PINs) that will be provided by ISAC

• Once the application has been submitted, an EFC will be used in the 
MAP Formula in the same way that it is used for FAFSA applicants

• The EFC, the eligible MAP award amount, and other relevant data 
elements are provided to colleges as an Alternative Application 
Student Record in GAP Access

• Edits made to the 2022-23 FAFSA have also been made to the 
Alternative Application, as appropriate

• The Alternative Application does not include the Selective Service 
question or the Drug Conviction question

• ISAC is not be selecting records for verification in 2022-23
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Accessing the Alternative Application 
• To access the Alternative Application, navigate to the RISE Act 

information page from the isac.org home page
o https://www.isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-

planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/
o The application and resources are available in Spanish
o The application is not accessible in ISAC’s Student Portal or on the general 

ISAC Applications page with other ISAC program applications
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Alternative Application Process: Pre-Screening Questions
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A “No” answer to the U.S 

citizen/eligible noncitizen question will 

lead to this screen.

A “Yes” answer to the U.S. 

Citizen/eligible noncitizen question will 

lead to this screen.

Alternative Application Process: Pre-Screening Questions
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Alternative Application Process: Pre-Screening Questions



Alternative Application Process
• Creating a Student Profile 

▪ Once a student has completed the pre-screening process and is determined 
eligible to complete the Alternative Application, the student must complete a 
Student Profile

▪ All fields are required
▪ The applicant should make note of the 

data used to create their profile
▪ The e-mail address provided should be

a permanent one that the student
will have regular access to (not one 
used just for high school or college purposes)

▪ If the applicant also has an ISAC Student
Portal Account, they will need to use
a different e-mail than the one used for
the Portal

▪ Once the Student Profile is complete, 
ISAC will assign an ISAC ID number 
that is unique to the student

• This is a permanent identifier that will
remain the same for a student every year
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Alternative Application or FAFSA?

• A student should complete either the FAFSA or the 
Alternative Application, depending on their eligibility and 
other considerations in determining which application to file  

• In general, a student should not complete both applications, 
however, please note the following exceptions: 
o If the student filed an Alternative Application, but then becomes 

eligible for federal aid, it would be acceptable to file a FAFSA for the 
same award year. 

o If the student filed a FAFSA and it was rejected due to their 
citizenship status, they are encouraged to file an Alternative 
Application for the same award year if they meet all RISE Act 
eligibility requirements
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Alternate Login for Applicants Who Have 
Forgotten E-mail Address or Password
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• To help ensure users can access their existing Alternative Application Student 

Profile (instead of creating a new profile and ISAC ID), an alternate login 

process became available when the 2022-23 application launched

• This option is intended for those who: 
o Can’t remember the e-mail address used to set up their Alternative Application 

Student Profile 

o Forgot their password and no longer have access to the e-mail address they used to 

set up their Profile  

o Forgot their Challenge Answer and no longer have access to the e-mail address they 

used to set up their Profile

• The option – Login Another Way –

is available to users when clicking 

on “Forgot Username” or “Forgot 

Password” from the Home screen 

or Login screen

• It will require users to provide their

ISAC ID and date of birth to access 

their Student Profile and update 

login credentials



Alternate Login for Applicants Who Have 
Forgotten E-mail Address or Password
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• The ISAC ID is a unique identifier created and assigned to an applicant once a Student 

Profile has been created
o It will appear on pages in the online application, on the printable application summary page, and  

on the confirmation page received by the student when the application has been submitted.
o It is also used to identify applicants in GAP Access  

• ISAC is not able to provide the ISAC ID number to students on the phone or via an 

e-mail request.  

• Students may need to reach out to the financial aid office at their college for assistance

• Colleges are encouraged to have a process in place to ensure/confirm student 

identity before providing an ISAC ID number to a student



Identifying Alternative Application Records

• Similar to an ISIR, the Alternative Application Student Record includes 
all application data elements
o The order of the data in the file layout follows the order of the ISIR and the 

values are the same, unless otherwise noted
o Available as a text file in Notepad

▪ Using free Notepad++ app provides more user-friendly viewing

o Does not include the eligible MAP award amount
o Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout document 

provides details about field names, length of data fields , and start and end 
positions
▪ Located in the Electronic Tools section of the E-Library at isac.org

• Creating/uploading Alternative Application Student Record files to 
colleges’ internal systems is not required. 
o Relevant student applicant data that is provided in GAP Access may be 

relied on to administer MAP for both FAFSA and Alternative Application 
applicants
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File Layout Documents in E-Library
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MAP System in 
GAP Access
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MAP System in 

GAP Access



2022-23 Alternative Applications

• As of November 1, 2021
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Students with Duplicate MAP Records

• ISAC’s periodic review of student records in the MAP system is finding that 
there are some students with duplicate records

o Some with a FAFSA and an Alternative Application on file

o Some with two (or more) Alternative Applications on file

• Colleges are expected to ensure that students are not being paid MAP under 
more than one application in an award year

o This may best be accomplished by reviewing MAP reports and identifying students 
with the same name, address, date of birth and/or other identifiers that would be 
unique to a student.  

• In general, if a student is eligible to receive MAP benefits as the result of having 
a valid FAFSA/ISIR on file, the student should not receive MAP as an applicant 
through the Alternative Application process 

o Students eligible to file a FAFSA should continue to do so from one year to the next, 
and not change back and forth

o The Alternative Application is not intended as a way to circumvent the federal FAFSA 
process for applicants who have student eligibility issues such as being 
in default, owing a refund on a federal grant, having a Social Security Number 
issue, etc. 
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• If colleges notice that a student has submitted two (or more) different 
Alternative Applications and has multiple ISAC ID numbers, they are 
encouraged to work with the student to determine which application 
record/ISAC ID is the valid one on which MAP awarding should be done

• Once it’s determined which record is valid, contact School Services for 
guidance on getting the records synced so that the student will only have 
one Student Profile, ISAC ID number and Alternative Application record in 
the MAP system moving forward

o ISAC.SchoolServices@illinois.gov
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Students with Duplicate MAP Records
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• Colleges may see a Disqualify Code of “9” in the MAP system in GAP 
Access when ISAC is able to identify that a student has received MAP 
benefits as a FAFSA applicant and then has subsequently submitted an 
Alternative Application for another award year. 

o Records with the Disqualify 9 Code will display the yellow lightbulb icon (indicating  
a student eligibility issue) on the Student List View screen

o The Disqualify Code will be highlighted on the Student Detail screen

• If the college determines that the Alternative Application is the best 
application process for the student, the college should contact School 
Services to have the Disqualify 9 Code removed

o ISAC.SchoolServices@illinois.gov

• For more detailed information on duplicate records see the 2022-23 
Operational Guide for Alternative Application Processing on the Partner 
Training page in the E-Library at isac.org
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Students with Duplicate MAP Records
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2022-23 MTI Scholarship Program
• As a result of the Education and Workforce Equity Act 

(Public Act101-0654), several changes will be made to the 
MTI program for the 2022-23 award year 
o Legislation passed following the January 2021 Lame Duck session
o Signed into law on March 8, 2021

• An updated application/promissory note will be available in 
January 2022 for 2022-23 applicants

• Administrative rules for the MTI program are being updated 
to reflect the changes



2022-23 MTI Scholarship Program

• MTI enhancements:
o Increases the percentage of funds to be reserved for 

male applicants to 35%, with priority given to qualified 
Black males

o Incorporates consideration of financial need in awarding
▪ Will be based on the EFC calculated by the FAFSA or Alternative 

Application
o Allows for students to be eligible for MTI even if not yet 

enrolled in an educator preparation program if they have 
received a College and Career Pathways Endorsement 
and commit to enrolling in a course of study leading to 
teacher licensure

o If funding reaches specified thresholds:
▪ Award amount would increase to $7,500
▪ Funds would be reserved for qualified bilingual minority 

applicants, with priority given to students enrolled in a program 
with a concentration in bilingual, bicultural education
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o Qualified bilingual minority applicant
▪ A qualified student who demonstrates proficiency in a 

language other than English by receiving a State Seal of 

Biliteracy from the State Board of Education or receiving a 

passing score on an educator licensure target language 

proficiency test.

o College and Career Pathway Endorsements
▪ Pursuant to Section 80 of the Postsecondary and Workforce 

Readiness Act
• Students earn endorsements by completing an individualized 

learning plan, a career-focused instructional sequence, and 

professional learning opportunities.

New MTI Definitions/Terminology

https://www.isbe.net/sealofbiliteracy
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educator-License-with-Stipulations.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/College-and-Career-Pathway-Endorsement.aspx
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3722&ChapterID=18


Sample of MTI Scholarship Program 
Proposed Rule Changes for 2022-23
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• Each institution that participates in the MTI program 

shall host an annual information session about the 

program for teacher candidates of color

• Each program recipient enrolled at the institution is 

expected to meet with an academic advisor at least 

once per academic year in an effort to facilitate on-

time completion of the student’s educator preparation 

program

New School Requirement for MTI 
Program, Effective for 2022-23



ISAC Processing Resources

• ISAC e-messaging
o Subscription-based service

o Messages archived in the E-Library

• FAA section of isac.org
o Program news

o Monthly calendar

• GAP Access user guides for most programs and 
processes

• Partner Training page in the E-Library
o Monthly webinar presentations

o Program overview recordings on demand

o Operational guide

o Illinois residency FAQ
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ISAC 
e-Messaging
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Legislative Update
• Illinois Public Act 102-0214

o https://ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=102-0214&GA=102

o Applies to 

Illinois public 

universities

o Effective date:

1/1/2022
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Federal Resources

• ED Electronic Announcement General-21-70, posted 
October 28, 2021
o Subject -- Issuing Financial Aid Offers–What Institutions Should 

Include and Avoid

▪ fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-
announcements/2021-10-28/issuing-financial-aid-offers-what-
institutions-should-include-and-avoid

• The College Financing Plan webpage

o Provides students, families, and institutions with 
information about the College Financing Plan
▪ Previously referred to as the Financial Aid Shopping Sheet

▪ https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/index.html
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Upcoming ISAC Events

• Next Commission Meeting
o Thursday, December 2, 2021, at 1 p.m. 

▪ Additional details, including a listing of tentative agenda items can be 
found in the Commission section of isac.org closer to the meeting date

• Monthly Webinars for FAAs 
o November 24 at 10 a.m.

▪ ISAC Operational Update and Program News

o December 22 at 2 p.m.

▪ ISAC Operational Update and Program News
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ISAC Contact Information
School Services

866-247-2172

isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center – Student Services

800-899-4722

isac.studentservices@illinois.gov

*****************************

Kim Eck, Partner & Training Services

217-785-7139

Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov

Tania Mendoza, Partner & Training Services 

Tania.Mendoza@illinois.gov
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ISAC’s Program Services & 
Compliance Division
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Program 
Services & 

Compliance 
Division 

Program & 
Product Services

Applicant 
Services

Program 
Communication 

Services

College Illinois! 
Prepaid Tuition 

Program
Partner Services

Student & Parent 
Services

School Services

School Services
• Mary Lewis

Student & Parent Services
• Paul Oliver
• Bertha Esquivel
• Ghouse Farooqi 
• Ramon Gonzalez 
• Nicole Kelleher
• Marlen Mubarak 
• Larry Thompson

Partner Services
• Kim Eck
• Tania Mendoza



Questions/Comments
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