
Advocating through Negotiated Rulemaking 
Negotiated Rulemaking (or “Neg Reg”) is a process used by the U.S. Department of Education and 
other federal agencies, in which representatives from a government agency and affected interest 
groups negotiate the terms of a proposed administrative rule. The agency publishes the proposed 
rule in the Federal Register and then follows the usual rulemaking procedure of soliciting public 
comments, which are evaluated for inclusion in the final rule. 

 

 

Participating as a Primary or Alternate Negotiator 

• Nominations for negotiators and contact information must be emailed to 
negregnominations@ed.gov 

• Individuals selected must have demonstrated expertise or experience in the relevant topics 
proposed for negotiations 

• The Department strongly encourages nominees to list all constituencies under which they would 
like to be considered. 

• A primary and alternate negotiator represents each constituency: The primary negotiator 
participates for the purpose of determining consensus and the alternate participates for the 
purpose of determining consensus in the absence of the primary negotiator. 

• Dates and times of the committee meetings are set out in the Schedule for Negotiations 
• All meetings are virtual 

 

Participating in Public Comment 

• 30–60-day comment period 
• Submit online at regulations.gov 
• Please do not submit the same comment online and by mail 
• Consider reviewing others’ submitted comments 
• Tip: Co-sign a comment instead of sending the same comment separately 
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